
 

Page 1 of 2 
 

 
 

PUBLIC HEALTH ALERT 
October 23, 2018 

 

Regional Increase in HIV Infection 
Associated with Injection Drug Use 

 

 
Hamilton County Public Health (HCPH) and Northern Kentucky Health Department (NKY 
Health) continue to observe an increase in HIV diagnoses among persons who inject drugs 
(PWID).  As seen in the graphs below, the total number of HIV cases as well as the 
proportion of cases in PWID from 2016 to present has increased in both Hamilton County, 
Ohio and Northern Kentucky (Boone, Campbell, Grant, and Kenton Counties). 
 
In previous years, our region has experienced sexual transmission as the most frequently 
identified risk factor among individuals diagnosed with HIV infection. However, with the 
continuing increase of newly diagnosed cases among PWID, health care providers should 
consider this important shift in the predominant mode of HIV transmission in our region 
when providing clinical care. Specific actions for health care providers are outlined on 
the next page. 
 

  
*Data valid through 9/30/18 

 

Public Health Actions 
HCPH and NKY Health continue to work collaboratively to investigate and respond to these 
HIV diagnoses in the region. Local public health officials have obtained blood samples for 
genetic testing at the CDC and performed extensive interviews with individuals diagnosed 
with HIV in 2017 and 2018.  Preliminary information indicates that there are connections 
between some of the cases in the region, which is why a regional response is crucial. In 
addition, individuals diagnosed with HIV are being linked to HIV care and case management 
as well as treatment for substance use disorders (as appropriate). 
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Request for Health Care Providers 
In response to the increase in HIV cases, HCPH and NKY Health are requesting that all 
emergency departments and health care providers in the region take the following actions: 
 

● Offer routine HIV testing 
Offer HIV tests to any person presenting for overdose, exhibits symptoms of 
substance use disorder, and anyone who reports current or past injection drug use 
and/or a sexually transmitted infection. 
 

● Make referrals 
Refer individuals who inject drugs to treatment for substance use disorders and harm 
reduction services (e.g. syringe exchanges). See NKY Syringe Exchanges and The 
Exchange Project for times and locations. 
 
Refer individuals who do not have HIV but who are at substantial risk of getting it to 
pre-exposure prophylaxis, or PrEP. We now know that suppression of HIV viral load 
to an undetectable level prevents transmission of HIV. PrEP combined with safer sex 
and safer injection drug use practices reduces the risk of HIV in high risk individuals. 
See the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention PrEP website for more 
information or to locate a PrEP provider.   

 
Refer individuals who are infected with HIV to treatment for HIV and medical and 
case management. 

 
For Hamilton County cases, contact HCPH at 513.946.7611. 
 
For Northern Kentucky cases, contact NKY Health HIV Response Team 
Hotline at 859.363.2054. 
 

● Report HIV cases to the health department 
Promptly report all new diagnoses of HIV infection to your local health department.  
Be sure to include a complete history of risk, clinical and demographic data. 

 
For Hamilton County cases, contact HCPH at 513.946.7611 (M-F) or 
1.877.774.4636 (after hours), or fax securely to 513.946.7601  

 
For Northern Kentucky cases, contact NKY Health HIV Response Team 
Hotline at 859.363.2054 or fax securely to 859.363.2057 

 
Local public health officials will contact all individuals with positive HIV tests to ensure 
treatment is initiated when indicated, obtain partner contact information and offer 
confidential partner notification services. Risk reduction counseling and education will 
also be provided. 

 

https://nkyhealth.org/individual-or-family/individual-health/addiction-response/syringe-access-exchange-program/?search=syringe%20access%20exchange%20program
https://www.hamiltoncountyhealth.org/harm-reduction/exchange/
https://www.hamiltoncountyhealth.org/harm-reduction/exchange/
https://www.cdc.gov/hiv/risk/prep/index.html

